886 COMMUNICATIONS

PART II.—WIRE COMMUNICATIONS*
Section 1.—Telegraphs

The early history of telegraphie communication in Canada is given in the 1934-35
Year Book, p. 778,

Telegraph Systems.—At the end of 1956, the 11 telegraph and cable companies in
Canada showed impressive gains over the preceding year. These systems, composed of
lines owned by the Federal Government and the chartered railway and telegraph com-
panies, increased their property and equipment to $150,000,000, about 20.6 p.c. above
that reported by 10 companies in 1955.

New records were set in 1956 for operating revenues of $40,720,000, up 3.6 p.c. from
1955, and net earnings of $6,784,000, which gained almost 10 p.c. Telegrams and cables
rose above 1955 totals but failed to exceed previous records. In proportion to population,
Canadian facilities are among the most extensive in the world and the relative systems,
with 442,900 miles of wire, operate under a great variety of climatic and geographic
difficulties.

1.—Summary Statistics of Canadian Telegraphs 1947-56

d.t_No'm.—Figures from 1920 are given in the corresponding table of previous Year Books beginning with the 1938
edivion.
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! Excludes commission operators. 2 Includes messages to and from vessels on the Great Lakes and the
St. Lawrence River and messages to and from stations. 3 Excludes relayed messages and includes paid wire-
less messages to and from ships in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and on the Atlantic Ocean.

Submarine Cables.—Four cable companies operate submarine cables landing in
Canada: Canadian Overseas Telecommunication Corporation; the Commercial Cable
Company; the Western Union Telegraph Company; and the French Telegraph Cable
Company. These companies operate to stations in the United Kingdom, Ireland, the
United States, Bermuda, Australia, New Zealand, and St. Pierre and Miquelon Islands.
The number of cables operating between connected stations and the length of cables are
given in the following table.

* Sections 1 and 2 of this Part were revised in the Public Finance and Transportation Division, %Oﬂéﬁ‘);"g
Bureau of Statistics. The Division issues annual reports dealing with telegraph and telephone statistics. Sec
was revised in the Telecommunications Branch, Department of Transport, Ottawa.



